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On March 1, 2014, Russian President Vladimir Putin received authorization 
from the Russian Parliament to deploy Russian troops to Ukraine. Russian 
troops then mobilized throughout Crimea and the southeast of Ukraine. By 
March 2nd, Russian troops had complete control over the Crimea. 

On March 6th , 2014 the Crimean Parliament which had been part of 
Ukraine, voted to "enter into the Russian Federation with the rights of a 
subject of the Russian Federation" and announced that a referendum on 
the topic would be held on March 16th. 
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On March 15th , 2014 the UN Security Council considered a resolution 
which would have urged member states not to recognize the results of the 
referendum, but that resolution was vetoed by Russia. 

This is part of the problem when dealing with the UN Security Council. All 
decisions must be unanimous. 

The Security Council consists of fifteen members, of which five are 
permanent: China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. These were the great powers that were the victors of World War 11. 
Permanent members can veto (block) any Security Council resolution, 
including those on the admission of new member states to the United 
Nations 

Based on these rules, you can see why it is so difficult to pass a UN 
Security Council Resolution. China and Russia veto US and United 
Kingdom resolutions. The US and United Kingdom veto Chinese and 
Russian resolutions. 

This also explains why Ukraine will never be accepted into the United 
Nations. 
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So, back to our story. The referendum, allowing Crimea to join with Russia, 
was held on March 16th , 2014. 


















